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Flanagan said that the time lap
from that time until the signing
last week has been due to contract
negotiations between the parties.

That hearing will be held in
Colonial Beach, although Flana-
gan had the choice of having it
held in Maryland. "I am not go-
ing in through the back door," he
said, indicating that he wants
people in Colonial Beach to be
aware of the process. Off track
betting, he said, "can't help but
help the Beach. People have gone
over and looked at it and been
impressed." Several people have
taken the trip to Urbanna, Mary-

See Off-track, page 10

tions of style...

King
George rail
to trail?

By Phyllis Cook
Staff Reporter

King George resident Tim
Gorderappeared before the Plan-
ning Commission last week to
explain his desire for the counfy
to acquire an 18 mile long aban-
doned railroad bed for use by
residents as a recreational hik-
ing/biking trail. He is proposing
county acquisition of the land
for public ownership.

The former railroad line runs
from the Stafford county line in
Sealston to B Gate of the Naval
Surface Warfare Center
(NSWC) in Dahlgren. It is 100
feet wide at its narrowest and

Norman Burgess, of King Géorge Am
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Court strikes
battery agair

By Ruth Herrink

William Miller, local King
George businessman, was cleared
of charges of sexual battery
Thursday during a prelimiary
hearing on the charges brought
by the Commonwealth. Charges
against Miller were 'aliéged o
have taken place in one of Mill-
er's apartments on September 13,
1993.

Miller's attormey, Alex Weimer,
asked Judge John Scott to close
the hearing based on the premise
that "adverse publicity could af-
fect him and his business.” He
said that, even if Miller were
cleared of the charge, he could
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