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General Equestrian Management Practices for the Dahlgren Railroad Heritage Trail
Motorized traffic

· Motorized traffic is one of the most dangerous hazards to stock and pedestrians.

· Collisions or conflicts can cause serious injury or death to people and stock.
· Motorized vehicles are not permitted on the DRHT except for trail maintenance.
· Exceptions MUST be cleared through the Friends of the DRHT and DRHT, Inc.
· All questionable motorized presence on the DRHT must be reported promptly to the King George Sherriff’s office at (540)775-2049.

Horse Riding Regulations
· Loaded Firearms are not permitted on the DRHT

· Equestrian Recreational uses are allowed if they do not damage DRHT resources or detract from the experience of other users.
· Cooperation and accommodation is expected of all users.

· All other users should yield right of way to equestrians. Equestrians may not take the right of way.
· Riders whose horses are easily startled are expected to use good judgment about whether to dismount to control the animal or remain mounted.

· Under no circumstances is a horse to be released or left unattended on the DRHT.
· Racing or full gallop is not allowed anywhere on the DRHT.

· Riders may ride side by side when the trail is empty but are expected to ride single file to allow other users to approach or pass.

Parking

· Trailer Parking is available at the Joe L Williams Multi-Purpose Area, (JLWMPA) on Rt. 605, also known as the trail head.

· Additional parking may become available and this document will define and regulate those areas as they become available.

· Overnight parking is only allowed when an organized equestrian event is underway. The owner or designated driver of the towing vehicle and trailer must remain available to relocate the vehicle should the need arise during darkness.

· Riders and horses may enter and exit the park from any access point, however legal trailer and vehicle parking is solely the responsibility of the rider. The Friends of the DRHT and DRHT, Inc. assume no responsibility and accept no responsibility for illegal parking.
· Parking at the JLWMPA is on a strict first come first served basis. Parking at the JLWMPA will be in a single file to the left of the JLWMPA as you enter or a single file to the right of the exit lane. To exit the JLWMPA follow the exit signs to the right as you enter the JLWMPA.
Where to ride your horse

· While visiting the DRHT, Horses, riders and indeed, all users, must stay on the DRHT property.
· Leaving the DRHT property without the permission of the adjacent landowner is trespassing and the Friends of the DRHT and DRHT, Inc. do not assume or accept any responsibility for penalties resulting from trail users straying from the DRHT property. 
· When possible, please ride on the center of the trail to prevent erosion. 
· When crossing any paved surface road, horses must yield to vehicles.
· Riders should be advised that not all highway crossings are “at grade”. The Friends are working to improve these crossings, but until those improvements are completed be advised that some crossings are not at grade and your line of sight may be limited. This is especially true when crossing Rt. 694, 609, 610 and 624.
Note: A temporary by-pass trail exists through the Northern Virginia Gun Club property to allow the NVGC time to remedy their previous practice of using the trail berm for a bullet stop in the rifle range. There is more or less constant gun fire in this area and horses that are affected by the sound of gun fire should not venture into this area at all. Horses are allowed on the by-pass trail, which is wholly owned by the NVGC, but, riders must dismount and walk their horses through this section of the DRHT/NVGC. Obviously it is critically important for riders to strictly follow the temporary by-pass trail in the NVGC. The Friends of the DRHT and DRHT, Inc. do not assume or accept any responsibility for injuries to rider or horses resulting from trail users straying from the DRHT by-pass through the NVGC. Contact the Friends of the DRHT at contact@friendsdrht.org to arrange for large groups of horses and riders to use the original trail through the NVGC.
Note: The DRHT property runs through the cemetery of Little Ark Baptist Church, (LABC). That section of trail is temporarily closed to all trail users while a permanent by-pass trail is negotiated and constructed. Under no circumstances are trail users allowed to enter that part of the trail that is adjacent to LABC property at this time.
Horse Behavior
Cautions and Recommendations:
· Horses must be under the control of the rider at all times.

· While motorized vehicles are not generally allowed on the trail, adjacent landowners may have easements across the trail. Generally these crossings are obvious. When approaching any of these stay especially alert for crossing traffic. Report any motorized presence whose operator does not immediately park and turn off the vehicle’s engine and yield complete right of way to the King George Sherriff’s Office, (540 775-2049).

· Note that there are occasionally other large animals on the trail…rarely we have had stray cattle (especially calves) that escape adjacent fenced areas. There has been one undocumented report of a bear on the trail. Coyotes have been reported in King George County.

· There are informal gun ranges and gun users all along the trail. The sound of gun fire may be expected at any time and in any location along the trail

· Owners are responsible for the behavior and actions of their horses while on the DRHT.

· Skittish or untrained horses are not permitted because of the danger they pose to themselves and other users.

· All riding on the DRHT is at your own risk.

· There is no expectation that all areas are safe for horses and riders.

· Please be considerate of others who use the park. 
· If possible, remove horse excrement to woods/brush at least 20 feet off of the main stone dusted trail.
Additional DRHT Equestrian Management Practices (DRHTEMP)
Where necessary and without notice additional Equestrian Management Practices may be included into this document using the USDA Equestrian Plan or other sources. The USDA Equestrian Plan may be found at http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/fspubs/07232816/toc.htm
The latest copy of the DRHTEMP may be found on our website at www.friendsdrht.org
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